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WHITEFISH - A small Montana school district, a revable energy association, and a grassroots
conservation and family agriculture group are am@@@on-profit organizations named today to recgrats
from the Cinnabar Foundation, Montana’s Conseruafiond. This marks the 2§ear that the private grant-
making charity has invested earnings from its pa@enafund back into conservation of Montana'’s redtand
human environment.

The Foundation also named long-time Swan Valleunadists, educators and community conservation
leaders, Melanie and Tom Parker, as recipientse2011 Len and Sandy Sargent Stewardship Awasl. Th
annual award, established in honor of two of Cimmabco-founders, honors outstanding achievement in
environmental advocacy, preservation, and educatithin Montana and the Greater Yellowstone Ecaayst

Seventy-one of the Foundation’s 2011 competitianty were awarded under Cinnabar’s Climate
Challenge, which supports projects to promote rafdsvenergy and sustainable communities, reduenozise
gas pollution, strengthen adaptation strategiefdionan and natural systems, and expand educatibpudotic
outreach related to climate change.

“Human-induced climate change already is happetiagit is not too late to rein in the worst of the
anticipated impacts,” said Executive Director St&hempson. “Scientists tell us Montana will likedyperience
more intense drought, heat waves, and extreme eeatients causing floods and forest fires. Forelpathe
response to our 2011 Climate Challenge demonstitzés/ontana is producing a bonanza of good ideas
practical solutions to make a difference.”

The Cinnabar Foundation was conceived in 1983 igraéMontana conservation leaders swapping
stories and dreams around the campfire at a reafioteunting camp in the Cinnabar Basin. Perchedealtoe
northern boundary of Yellowstone National Park,r@inar Creek delivers pristine spring waters andinggl
snowfields to the Yellowstone River, running wilddafree through the heart of Montana.

Like the headwater tributary of its name, the Chara-oundation nourishes the lifeblood of this grea
state by supporting conservation of clean and admingater, free-roaming wildlife, open lands, susthle
communities, and recreational access to the grgdoors. Since 1985, the foundation has awarde@DIgBants
and nearly $6 million to non-profit groups, landstts, and schools across Montana and portions oihwhg and
Idaho.

Editors: Please find attached:
* Montana Stories, Montana Voices: Three featureahtgres are making a positive difference for
Montana'’s future today, including Montana Renewdhtergy Association, Townsend School District,
and the Northern Plains Resource Council.

* Len and Sandy Sargent Stewardship Award: MelanieTaam Parker, Swan Valley, Montana

A full list of 2011 grantees can be foundaatw.thecinnabarfoundation.org”hotos are available upon request.
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Montana Stories, Montana Voices
Featured Projects Funded by the Cinnabar Founditiadl1

Townsend School District

Project: School Solar Panels, Energy Conservation, and Energy Education

Summary: Townsend School District leaders recognize thecatliind environmental obligations to educate
students about alternative energy and energy ceatsam, and believe that the school needs to lgagkbmple.
Townsend schools have installed a biomass boiles|a panel system, and a wind turbine. A comnyunit
recycling program has been established at the &chiais project will expand
renewable energy and conservation programs angrateeenergy conservation into
the school curriculum.

Quote: “When it comes to student education, the cost angice of energy will be
one of the biggest issues vital to their futurer €nlar project is helping to save the
environment, show fiscal responsibility by reducsiehool electric costs, and is a
- valuable real life educational tool for our studenstaff and community. Money
saved on energy also means more money for the@tass  Brian Patrick, Superintendent of Townsend
Schools

Townsend 5th graders work on
solar panels. Photo: Allison Bakken

Montana Renewable Ener gy Association
Project: Demonstrating the Economic Benefits of Renewable Ener gy
Summary: To help avoid the worst impacts of climate chamdentana must reduce its dependence on fossil
fuels. Fortunately, Montana is blessed with abuhdamewable energy resources. Representing dafens
Montana businesses and hundreds of employees, MREKs to help Montanans and policymakers understand
the multiple economic benefits of small-scale realele energy in communities. Cinnabar funding wellgh

MREA quantify and communicate these economic b&nafi2011.

Quote: "Small-scale renewable energy is my personal pas$iot it's also a
career for me and hundreds of other Montanansal'member of the Montana
Renewable Energy Association because when renewabltgy supporters
come together, the whole state benefits. The relnlevemergy industry faced
unprecedented attacks during the 2011 legislatasion, but MREA and our
allies successfully fought them off by showing lomal renewable energy
bolsters Montana's energy security, protects odura environment, and
creates good jobs throughout the statMREA President Conor Darby,
Manager of Independent Power Systems, Bozeman

Photo: Independent Power Systems

Northern Plains Resour ce Council

Project: Preserving Family Agriculture and Conserving Clean Water

Summary: This Billings-based organization has built a grasts Montana network of rural community
organizationstamily farmers and ranchers, and engaged citizens. Norilains
seeks a transition from the nation’s reliance aal,cadvocating increased energy
efficiency and use of renewables. Northern Plarsading efforts to block
export of Montana coal to China, protect the rigiftendowners impacted by
coal development, and prevent damage to MontamatSqus water resources.

Quote: “The lifeblood of our region’s economy and way afd is family
agriculture. We are working for a future in whiclpeople, water, land, and
wildlife are valued more than a one-time ‘harvestf coal.” Jeanie Alderson,

Three generations of Aldersons: — Tongye River Valley rancher and Northern Plaingeit leader
Jeanie, Irv & Gerrit on their :
Tongue River Valley ranch e R s e
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2011 Len and Sandy Sargent Stewardship Award: Melanie and Tom Parker

Melanie and Tom Parker are teachers, guides, amstatks for rural Montana. Through Northwest
Connections and the University of Montana, theyeh@entored more than 700 young adults to discawer a
appreciate rural ecology and livelihoods in westdontana. Their eloquent leadership and intimamkaedge
of the forests, waters and wildlife have been irdetp the Montana Legacy Project, which will foegexonserve
310,000 acres of private forest at risk of conwerdor real estate development.

The Parkers follow in the footsteps of their owmmae and neighbor, Bud Moore, a forestry pioneer,
woodsman, and a towering giant of Montana consenvaivho passed away last November at the age.dh93
Moore’s epic 1996 book about land ethics in theeBibot Mountains, he credits his old friend andntéma
writer, Norman Maclean, for inspiration. In turmiversity students inspired by the Parkers now tmatdoor
education and ecology programs around the Unitatb St

The stewardship award from the Cinnabar Foundatubith includes a $5,000 grant to Northwest
Connections, honors the legacy of place-based oaatsen that the Parkers inherited from Bud Modhkéelanie
and Tom Parker step firmly into Montana’s rich ttiaeh of citizen conservation leadership. They héuend
ways to bring together diverse interests and anaftvative solutions that benefit both people amt|” said
Cinnabar Foundation President, Robin Tawney Nicldlsey find ways to integrate science, commurétydl
education in the conservation of rural landscapes.”

In cooperation with the Swan Ecosystem Center dmer docal partners, Northwest Connections is
pursuing a bold new vision for community consematnd rural economic development. The Swan Valley
Innovations project will establish a sustainablsibess campus near the town of Condon. Localeatsdnd
visiting university students will operate the imtag@d businesses, including: a log sort yard, aesatlded
sawmill and manufacturing shop for doors, framiauggl flooring, and a wood pellet mill for local sot®and
homes. The partnership also plans to establismpgoeses and a small farm, a community center andagion
facilities with space for small business incubatidite campus will be fueled by an integrated heatpower
co-generation plant utilizing wood waste materials.

Melanie is Executive Director of Northwest Connens. She has taught field-based ecology courses for
20 years, and is a vocal advocate for place-basiaborative conservation. Melanie facilitates 8wan Valley
Coordinating Committee, and she is the currentraifahe Swan Valley Elementary School Board ofstees.

Tom has been an outfitter and hunting guide inr¥van Valley and surrounding wilderness areas for 33
years. His intimate knowledge of the Swan Vallewydiscape and its ecology has garnered widesprepecte p\s
Northwest Connection’s Conservation Specialist, 'Bgpassion for nature is contagious.

! e > _ )
Tom, Kyra, Melanie & John Parker Mekadiscusses place-based conservation with Govn Bxthweitzer,
Sen. Max Baucus, and Secretary of A¢fice Tom Vilsack in Ovando, 2010
Photos available upon request
Melanie and Tom Parker may be contacted at 406348%- orMelanie @northwestconnections.org
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