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AMERICA’S GREAT OUTDOORS:
Salazar Tours Crown of Continent.
Highlights Economuc Benefits of
Conservation

OVANDO, MT - Secretary of the
Interior Ken Salazar toured Montana s
Blackfoot Valley. highlighting
community-based partnerships in the
Crown of the Continent region that conserve the area’s natural heritage,
improve its quality of life, and support economuc growth and jobs.

YOSEMITE CABIN RENTAL

“The mnvestment that the people of the Blackfoot Valley and throughout
the Crown of the Contment are making in long-term stewardship of their
land is a model for America, and illustrates that a healthy landscape
directly supports a healthy economy.” said Salazar. “Indeed, the Crown
of the Contment is the cradle of community-based conservation and a
leading example of conserving working landscapes, one of the goals of the
America’s Great Outdoors mitiatrve ™

Salazar jomed U S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Dan Ashe
tounng working cattle ranches where the Service has partnered with
landowners to restore vital wildlife habitat and. through perpetual
conservation easements acquired from willing sellers, permanently
protected these habitats while preserving traditional rural economies.

Salazar spent time 1 Ovando where, joined by representatives of the
Blackfoot Challenge, the Big Blackfoot Chapter of Trout Unlinuted. Swan
Ecosystem Center, Northwest Connections. Rocky Mountam Front
Advisory Board, The Nature Conservancy, and other partners and
community leaders, he highhighted the importance of community-based
conservation i achieving real and lasting conservation resulis.

Salazar emphasized the connection between natural resources
conservation and economic sustamability. noting that the restoration of
the Blackfoot River — a storied Montana water featured mm Norman
Maclean’s classic novella A River Runs Through It — has enabled fly
fishing shops. outfitters, cafes, and other local businesses to take root.

“The mvestment we make m conservation durectly benefits local
economies, Salazar said. “Communities benefit from a better quality of
life. a healthier environment. and good jobs in the outdoor recreation
mndustry.”

Salazar also toured Creston National Fish Hatchery i Montana that
produces and stocks 750 000 rambow and 150,000 westslope cutthroat
trout supporiing the state’s recreational fishing mdustry.

For more than two decades, the Fish and Wildlife Service has worked
closely with mdividual landowners. nongovernmental organizations.
federal and state agencies, private foundations, and many other partners
to develop non-regulatory, voluntary approaches to landscape
conservation in the Crown of the Contment.

Begmnmg with small wetland restoration and mvasive species control
projects, the Service and its partners have grown these projects into
landscape-scale conservation mitiatives i the Blackfoot and on the
Focky Mountain Front and are also working m the Swan Valley to
identify opportunities to link fish and wildlife conservation and rural

ECONOMIes.

Earlier this week, Salazar announced the establishment of a new grants
program to foster the establishment of community-based coalitions like
the Blackfoot Challenge across the country. The Landscape Stewards
program. a partnership with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.
will leverage up to $200.000 to support coalition-based conservation
efforts beginning next year. Each grant will be matched by equal
contributions from the coalition partners.

<= Previous Story Next Story ==

Receive a free weekly news summary by email!
Email Address Subscribe

Arle o Caoome o Rdamtama Mahine Coanamain Rlaoae Blantama |oadan A 1 A Blamtara

Select keywords to find additional stories on this topic:

ECONOMIC GROWTH JOBS PARTNERSHIPS

Publish Date: 2011-07-17

http:// gardennews . biz/71d=692:

If vou are a Journalist, Blogger
or just a Newsaholic, use the
form below to create
customized news alerts.

Click here to unsubscribe.
Subscribe
via:

Twitter

Username
Password
Dhgest
Type
Category Any

Top
Stories

Daily

Daily
Keywords

Optionalt For custom alerts, enter your
preferred kevwords separated by a
comma

Submit

Most Viewed Weekly

n Antonio Botanical Gardens
09-09-2010 09:00am Plant
Propagation Class

Scientific Basis for New Madnd
Seismic Hazard is Sound

FARR. TOOMBS.
PURKERSON JOIN MISSOURI
BOTANICAL GARDEN
BOARD

John Deere Skids Into ABC's
"Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition"

USDA Official Visits
Pennsvlvama to Highlicht New
2010 Dietary Guidelines for
Americans

CONNECTIONS WITH
NATURE: A Photography
Exhibat - San Luis Obispo
Botanical Garden through
Sept.30

Your text ad can be viewed in
this spot for $1.50 for every 1000
times it is viewed. CLICK HERE
for info.

News by date

4 Select a Date

PrevNext

July 2011

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
12

34 56 789

1011 1213 141516

1718 19 20 21 2223

2425 26 27 28 29 30

31

Search By Month

Year: 2005 Month: select
Search

7/19/2011 10:32 ANV



